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The Banner Says...

The Cloth of a Nation

by Sean Cairney

hen it comes to symbols

of Scotland you cannot go

past the iconic ‘cloth of a

nation), tartan. Tartan is
one of the most recognisable symbols
of Scotland and is definitely something
which connects people to the nation’s
geography, history and heritage. Like the
fabric itself, tartan is woven into
Scottish identity. It is something that is
loved by Scots and all those that wish
they were. From heritage regalia, to
homewares and high end fashion it is
a cloth that never has and never will go
out of fashion.

According to the Scottish Register
of Tartans a tartan is described as
follows: ‘A tartan is a design which is
capable of being woven consisting
of two or more alternating coloured
stripes which combine vertically
and horizontally to form a repeated
chequered pattern.

Highland Dress

But just how did tartan come to be
and why? Researchers and historians
believe tartan, or something similar

to what we know of it today, has been
woven by Scots for thousands of years.
The earliest recorded piece of a tartan
like fabric to be found in the UK was in
Falkirk, dating back to the 3 century.
This ancient piece of cloth, known as
the Falkirk Tartan, was found in a pot
and held silver coins. It is considered
one of the earliest examples of tartan
material in existence and is today
housed in the National Museum of
Scotland in Edinburgh.

Detail of 18" c

Those early renditions of tartan
would not have been linked to Clans
or families but would have used the
basic colours available found locally
and it became especially popular in
the Scottish Highlands. By the 16th
and 17th centuries weaving wools
and dyes was much more common
and it became part of Highland dress.

On April 16th 1746 at Culloden
Moor, just outside of Inverness
and in less than an hour, Bonnie
Prince Charlie lost the Battle of
Culloden and King George II and the
Hanoverian government used the
opportunity to destroy the perceived
military threat of the savage Jacobite
Highland clans who supported
the return of the Stuart dynasty.

The government’s intention was to
eliminate the culturally separate
identity of the Highland people, and
their way of life. The Royal Dress

Act of 1746, which was introduced
several months after the Battle of
Culloden, restricted the wearing of
Highland dress. The law would not be
repealed until July 15, 1782.

In this issue

Tartan has now for over 200 years
been woven into the fabric of Scottish
culture and symbolism. The stunning
V&A Dundee this month will launch
the much-anticipated exhibition
Tartan on Dundee’s renewed waterfront.
For Scottish Banner readers the great
news is if you happen to be travelling
to Scotland this year, or into early
next year, you can take in this
exhibition of one of the world’s most
recognisable textiles and patterns,
and the first exhibition in Scotland in
30 years to focus solely on tartan.
Scotland is a great country for
taking in local statues. There is
always one around with a story
to tell. However, we may need to
remind ourselves not all statues
displayed are in fact a tribute to
real people. Fictional characters
also get to be remembered across
the country from poetry, children’s
books and cartoons.
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tury tartan dress coat for the Ancient

Caledonian Society coat. Photo: Bonhams/V&A Dundee.

Making some of these loved

works and characters, adored by
generations of people, quite literally
set in stone.

The first time I ever flew to
Scotland I landed at Glasgow
Prestwick Airport. As a young child
it was all so exciting to be somewhere
new and coming into land over
the green Ayrshire countryside.
Glasgow Prestwick has a huge history
with Scottish aviation and whilst the
airport today is not the gateway and
transatlantic hub it once was, the
Scottish aviators that used Prestwick
made their mark on the industry at
both home and beyond.

Tartan Day

For hundreds of years people have
been able to freely wear tartan across
Scotland and a tartan industry has
flourished (said to be worth over
£350 million a year). There are now
thousands of registered tartans which
cover everything from personal,
company, clan, milestones and more.
Tartans are available in a plethora

of colours and styles from kilts to
carpets. I suspect many Scottish
Banner readers will own some

tartan and likely in their family or
Clan colours. Tartan is loved by

both Scots and non-Scots, making

it an international timeless fashion
statement.

This month across North America
Tartan Day will be celebrated on April
6th (in Australia and New Zealand
International Tartan Day takes
place on July 15, which marks the
anniversary of the repeal of the 1746
Act of Proscription that banned the
wearing of tartan). The day started
in Nova Scotia, Canada by a reader
of the Scottish Banner and has grown
into a huge continental celebration
and is recognised by governments
across Canada, the US and Scotland
itself. I hope those who are attending
the many events taking place have a
wonderful time and proudly wear
their tartan as it, like Scots themselves,
will never go out of style. ¥

Do you wear or have a favourite
tartan? What does tartan mean

to you? Do you have any comments
Jfrom the content in this month’s
edition? Share your story with us
by email, post, social media or:
#ScottishBanner, #TheBanner

The Scottish Banner is more reliant
than ever on our readers helping

us to provide you with our unique
content by buying a copy of our
publication, regardless of if by
print or digital subscription or at a
retail outlet. You may also donate to
the Scottish Banner via our website.

We appreciate your support and
hope you enjoy this edition.

Gracing our front cover: Cheddar
Gorgeous in a suit designed by
Liquorice Black, 2017 image courtesy
of Cheddar Gorgeous / V&A Duncdee.
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eclaration of Arbroath to go on display

he Declaration of Arbroath will be
displayed at the National Museum
of Scotland this summer for the
first time in 18 years. The display
has been organised in partnership
between National Museums Scotland and
National Records of Scotland, who are
custodians of the document. The famous
document will be on show from 3 June to 2
July 2023. The document has not been on
public display for 18 years, when it was last
displayed at the Scottish Parliament. The iconic
and fragile 700-year-old document,
which is cared for and preserved for
future generations by National Records
of Scotland, can only be displayed

occasionally in order to ensure its long-
term preservation. The Declaration was
initially due to be displa l}qIEd in April 2020
to coincide with its 700t anniversary,
but this had to be postponed due to the
pandemic. The new summer date has been
chosen to give as many people as possible
the rare chance to see one of Scotland’s
most important historical documents.
The Declaration of Arbroath is a letter
dated 6 April 1320, written by the barons
and freeholders of Scotland, on behalf of
the Kingdom of Scotland, to Pope John
XXII asking him to recognise Scotland’s
independence and acknowledge Robert
the Bruce as the country’s lawful king.

Tartan of the Month

The Golden Retriever
Club of Scotland Tartan

The Scottish Banner is pleased

to be offering the Tartan of the
Month series highlighting a
variety of different, unique and
colourful tartans from around the
world which are registered with
the Scottish Register of Tartans in
Edinburgh. The Scottish Register
of Tartans was established by an
act of the Scottish Parliament in
November 2008 and promotes
and preserves information about
historic and contemporary
tartans from Scotland and

throughout the world. Text and
image use are courtesy of the
Scottish Register of Tartans (SRT).

he colours chosen are intended

to represent primarily the gold

colour of the dog and its purpose

of retrieving game from varied
landscapes and water, hence the green,
blue and heather. These colours reflect
the landscape of its origin and its Scottish
heritage and produce a design that is
intended to be used to enhance the
Club’s worldwide standing. This tartan
(SRT reference: 13815) was designed by
Lochcarron of Scotland and registered in
February, 2023.

The letter also asks the Pontiff to persuade
King Edward II of England to end
hostilities against the Scots, so that their
energy may be better used to secure the
frontiers of Christendom. The Declaration
was probably drafted at a meeting of the
King and his council at Newbattle, then
written up in the scriptorium of Arbroath
Abbey. Written in Latin, it was sealed by
eight earls and about forty barons. It was
authenticated by seals, as documents at
that time were not signed. Only 19 seals
now remain.

Of great historic and
cultural interest

Alice Blackwell, Senior Curator of
Medieval Archaeology and History at
National Museums Scotland said: “We
are delighted to have the opportunity
to display the Declaration of Arbroath
here at the National Museum of
Scotland. It is a hugely significant
document and a vital piece of
Scotland’s history. We look forward to
welcoming many visitors to enjoy the
rare opportunity of seeing this iconic
document close up.”

Culture Secretary, Angus Robertson
said: “The Declaration of Arbroath is
of great historic and cultural interest
to Scots and people around the world
of Scottish descent. The display of this
iconic document will give people from
across Scotland and further afield a
wonderful opportunity to visit the
museum and see this important piece of
history for themselves.”

Laura Mitchell, Deputy Keeper, National
Records of Scotland, said: “The Declaration
of Arbroath is a key treasure in our extensive
collections and we are proud of the role we
play in conserving this significant historical
artefact for future generations. The display
will allow Scots and visitors from further
afield to see this famous document for the
first time in 18 years.”

The Declaration was written during
the long Wars of Independence with
England when, despite the Scots’ success
at the Battle of Bannockburn, Robert I
had not been recognised as king by either
Edward II or by the Pope, and had been
excommunicated by the latter. At this time,
the Pope desired peace between England
and Scotland, so both could help in a
crusade to the Holy Land. The Declaration
sought to influence him by offering the
possibility of support from the Scots for his
long-desired crusade if they no longer had
to fear English invasion. After receiving the
Declaration, the Pope urged reconciliation
between the warring sides and a truce
was agreed in 1323. A peace treaty was
signed between England and Scotland
in March 1328 and the following year the
Pope issued a papal bull permitting the
anointing and crowning of a King of Scots.
The peace was short-lived, however, as the
Second War of Independence broke out in
1332 and went on for twenty-five years.

The Declaration of Arbroath will be

on display at the National Museum of
Scotland in Edinburgh Saturday June 3

to Sunday 2 July 2023. Admission Free.

For details see:www.nms.ac.uk/declaration

Phone: + 44 (0) 141 337 3313
Web: www.argylihotelglasgow.co.uk

ARGYLL HOTEL

GLASGOW

Plannlng to visit Glasgow?

The Argyll Hotel Glasgow is a 3 star hotel providing accommodation in Glasgow city centre.

This Glasgow hotel is a family-run, traditional Georgian built hotel, recently refurbished to a very

high standard. All our ensuite rooms offer their own charm and individuality, and whether it’s business
or pleasure that brings you to Glasgow, you will find a warm friendly atmosphere at our hotel.

We are located on Sauchiehall Street within easy reach of both Glasgow city centre, close to Glasgow
University and Glasgow’s famous West End, within walking distance of Kelvingrove Art Gallery, SECC
Glasgow, The Hydro Arena, Buchannan Galleries, West End Theatres, Glasgow Science Centre.

The Argyll Hotel Glasgow  Also available e [
973 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, G3 7TQ  The Argyll Guest House ool g

Glasgow-Budget Bed and
Breakfast accommodation in Glasgow.

tripadviser
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The Waters o’ Dee

There are beautiful rivers in Britain,
And grander by far o’er the sea,

But my heart flies to rest like a bird to its
nest near the beautiful waters of Dee.

It flows by the heather clad mountain,
And gurgles its way to the sea,

Its music so sweet

Often lulled me to sleep

Oh, beautiful river of Dee.

Though far from my home I may wander
To lands that lie over the sea,

My thoughts will return

And my heart will still yearn

For a sight of that river of Dee.

Oft on its banks I have wandered
With the one who was dearest to me,
Now she lies asleep

While my vigil I keep

Near my beautiful river of Dee.

Author Unknown.

A Brewing Storm: Alewives in
sixteenth-century Inverness
| A recording of our

January Zoom Talk
(with a very lively
Q&A session) has
now been posted
on YouTube and
can be accessed
here:https:/ /youtu.be/ofa-glJdogk.

The talk, A Brewing Storm: Alewives
in sixteenth-century Inverness by Dr.
Elizabeth Ewan, looks at the lives of the
brewsters and alewives as they appeared
in the surviving town court records of
Inverness, 1556-86, and examines what
they can reveal more generally about
women’s contributions to urban society.
It describes the colourful life of Elspeth
Barnet, a domestic servant who went on to
spend her adult life in the brewing trade.

From earning her living and breaking
the rules while doing so, brawling with
customers and other townspeople,
assisting other brewsters, supporting her
husband when he also got into trouble,
and even being banished from the town
on occasion, Elspeth Barnet demonstrates
the assertiveness and agency of women
in early modern Scottish towns.

David Hunter, President
Scottish Studies Foundation
Ontario, Canada
wwuw.scottishstudies.com

Caldwell House

I really enjoy reading the Scottish Banner

each month. I have been waiting to read about
places in Ayrshire likes museums, castles

and places. My great-grandfather Francis
Earnest Power was born November 19, 1865 at
Cardwell House in Ayrshire, Scotland. He died
October 24, 1944 at Fairview Mullum Road in
Ringwood, Victoria. I would appreciate any
information on Caldwell House.

Ivy Weston

129 Herbert St

Bowen, Queensland

4805

Australia

I found this poem in my uncle’s

belongings and thought it would be

appreciated by Scottish Banner readers.
Our family is from various parts of

Aberdeenshire and the River Dee is

loved by all the family. The name Dee

comes from the Roman word Deva,

which means goddess.

Keep up the great work of the

Scottish Banner.

Alex Urquhart
Houston, Texas
USA

St. Michaels, Linlithgow

It was with great interest that my wife
and I read your article on the spire of St.
Michael’s Church in Linlithgow

(Crown of thorns-Saving the iconic
symbol of Linlithgow, the Scottish
Banner, February, 2023). We were both
christened there (unfortunately not in
the same font as Mary Queen of Scots) in
1939, met again first day at high school,
and have been together ever since.

We have a most beautiful tapestry
of the stained glass window in St.
Katherine’s aisle, done by a friend from
Linlithgow. Having left for Australia in
1961, we did not see the “new” spire
until our first visit home....mixed
feelings at first, but after several visits
we have become accustomed to it.

We wish the Aspire Campaign
every success, and hope that
their efforts bear fruit.

Flora & Tom Blackwood
Denmark, Western Australia

Ed note: Thanks Flora and Tom for
your letter and glad you enjoyed the
article. For more information on the
campaign, visit: www.stewardship.
org.uk/pages/aspirelinlithgow

Send us your inquiries on life’s little question marks.

Ever wanted to know what happened to your old pal from home, how to make
your favourite Scottish meal, or wondered about a certain bit of Scottish history?

Drum Castle 700th anniversary

e

Thank you for the lovely article in the
December issue about RRS Discovery
and Discovery Point. What makes this
article about Discovery special is that
Lieutenant William Robinson Colbeck was
the grandfather of Alexander Irvine, 27th
Baron of Drum, and the Patron of Clan
Irwin Association. He was Second Officer
and Navigator on this ship when it sailed
both voyages of the BANZARE Antarctic
Expedition of 1929-1931. (For more
information click here: https://www:.
antarctica.gov.au/about-antarctica/
history/exploration-and-expeditions/
banzare-1929-31/) He was a son of famous
Captain William Colbeck (1871-1930)
great grandfather of Alexander Irvine, an
Englishman and an Antarctic Explorer,
Seaman and Ship’s Captain

William Colbeck Senior served firstly in
the Merchant Navy. However, in 1889 he
was awarded a Navy Reserve commission
and joined Norwegian Carsten Egeberg
Borchgrevink on the ‘Southern Cross
Expedition‘ to the Antarctic. Next, he went
south to the Antarctic in Command on

the Morning to resupply Captain Robert
Falcon Scott’s Discovery trapped in the ice
at McMurdo Sound. In 1904 he was again
the Captain on the Morning going south to
the Antarctic with Scott still trapped in the
ice. There was a fortunate result however
when the ice conditions shifted and the
Discovery was freed.
There are some artifacts that have been
donated to this prominent attraction
by Carolyn Colbeck Irvine, daughter
of Lieutenant Colbeck and mother of
Alexander Irvine, Chief of the Name and
Arms of Clan Irvine and 27t Baron of Drum.
2023 marks the 700th anniversary of
Drum Castle being given to Clan Irvine
by King Robert the Bruce, along with
10,000 acres of the Royal Forest. Clan Irwin
Association is sponsoring a trip to Scotland
to participate in the 700th anniversary
celebration of Drum Castle. We will visit
Discovery and Discovery Point where we will
have a guided tour by Chief Alexander Irvine.
There will be some celebratory activities
the first week of August in Aberdeenshire
leading up to the Aboyne Highland Games
on August 5. In addition, the Burnett Clan,
neighbors and good friends of the Irvines,
is celebrating 700 years of Crathes Castle.
Mary Erwin
Chairman, Clan Irwin Association
USA

Ed note: It sounds like a fantastic trip
is planned for this year Mary, and
please keep us posted on how it goes.

FROM OUR SOCIAL MEDIA ©© ©

Sent to our Facebook, Twitter or Instagram accounts-send us your
photos or letters via social media (#ScottishBanner or #TheBanner):

Dean Village

Dean Village, Edinburgh in the snow.
PaulWatt Photography

Rannoch Moor
.y

»

-

i

e
»

=7 CRAE Y
Winter on show at Rannoch Moor.
Mik Coia

Monarch of the Glen

First trip of the year. Hopefully the first of
many. Absolutely love this place in the snow,
although the road home was quite scary

as it snowed heavily, and my car struggled
keeping grip. Got home safe though.

AJ Landscape Photographer

Linlithgow Palace

This is Linlithgow Palace, Linlithgow Loch and
St. Michael’s Church. The name Linlithgow
means ‘the loch in the damp hollow’.

The Kilted Photographer

Pose your questions on Scottish related topics to our knowledgeable readership who just may be able to help. Please keep letters under 300 words and we reserve the right to edit content and length. Letters can be emailed to info@scottishbsanner.com or online at
www.scottishbanner.com/contact-us, alternatively you may post your letters to us (items posted to the Scottish Banner cannot be returned). Please ensure you include your full contact details should you require a reply. This page belongs to our readers so please feel free to take part!
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New generation of artists can draw inspiration from home built by poet Robert Burns.

lans to save the only farm built by

the poet Robert Burns have

been unveiled. The “FutureVision”

seeks to safeguard the 170-acre
Ellisland Farm, on the banks of the River
Nith, where Burns wrote Auld Lang Syne,
Tam o Shanter and a large part of his creative
output, especially in music and song.

Artistic residencies in the farm buildings

and off grid will allow a new generation of
artists, musicians and song-writers to be
inspired by the rural landscape that Burns
described as “sweet poetic ground.” The new

Hermitage, a tiny bothy on the neighbouring
Friars Carse estate where Burns would
escape to write. The plans are focussed

on “Conservation through Use” meaning
community, heritage and education events
are subsidised by other activity such as
visitor accommodation, event hire and
creative retreats. The farmhouse, which

he created in 1788 for his young wife

Jean Armour, will become an immersive
space where visitors can experience their
domestic life. Workshops and performances
will be held in his farm buildings which will

accommodation is modelled on The
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be restored sensitively.
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Sweet poetic ground

New planting will improve bio-diversity
in the woodlands and fields laid out as
part of Burns’ tenancy and pathways
will improve accessibility and include
interpretation by artists. A new visitor
centre will complement the tradition
buildings. The newbuild will offer
catering, audio visual experiences and an
exhibition space to safely display items
from Ellisland’s collection, including
manuscripts and Burns’ possessions
such as his flute, books and fishing rod.
Joan McAlpine, Business Development
Manager of the Robert Burns Ellisland
Trust, said as an independent charity the
trust had pursued ‘Conservation through
Use’ so that Ellisland could be financially
sustainable. She said: “These proposals
will bring Ellisland alive by enabling new
generations to be inspired as Burns was
inspired by what he called the ‘sweet
poetic ground’ on the Banks of the Nith.
We believe people will want to come from
all over the world to immerse themselves
in the landscape which inspired Auld
Lang Syne, Ye Banks and Braes, John
Anderson and many more songs. Since
our charity took over the site, we have
built on the “intangible cultural heritage”
opportunities offered by Ellisland, with
traditional youth concerts, Scottish
Halloween and Hogmanay celebrations
and workshops on everything from
butter-making to Scots Language. To do
this sustainably and to reach more people
we must improve our facilities and create
new income streams.”

Dr David Hopes, Acting Chair of the
Robert Burns Ellisland Trust, who is a
former Director of the Robert Burns
Birthplace Museum in Alloway and is
currently Director of Leeds Museums and
Galleries said: “Ellisland is the place to fall
in love with Burns and see nature through
the poet’s eyes. These plans mean we will
preserve and enhance the landscape which
inspired Burns by improving bio-diversity
and enhancing accessibility. There will
be opportunities to do that working with
partners in the community. Ellisland’s
Conservation Management Plan, funded
by Historic Environment Scotland and
published last year, identified the site as
being of ‘exceptional significance’ but
said it was at risk unless extensive repairs
were carried out. These plans will save the
buildings by conserving them through use,
safeguard the important collection and
allow many more people to enjoy the site
and benefit from it.”

Plan to save the blrthplace of Auld Lang Syne

For more information on the Robert
Burns Ellisland Museum and Farm see:
wwuw.ellislandfarm.co.uk

Celebrating Shakespeare’s First IFolio across Scotland

his year is the 400" birthday
of the First Folio, the first
printed edition of William
Shakespeare’s collected
plays. As part of the UK and Ireland
Folio400 celebrations, three copies in
Scottish collections will go on public
display throughout 2023.
The Scottish held copies that will
be accessible to the public in 2023
are at the University of Glasgow, the
National Library of Scotland and
Mount Stuart Trust. Only 18 of
Shakespeare’s plays appeared in print
during his lifetime, and some of these
were in corrupt or pirated editions.
The First Folio collection contains
36 plays, 18 of which were here
published for the first time, thus
saving such works as The Tempest
and Macbeth from probable
extinction. About 750 copies of
the 1623 First Folio were printed.
235 are known to have survived with
50 copies still in the UK, 149 in USA
and 36 in other corners of the world
(nine of which are listed as ‘missing)).

A monument to the enduring
power of literature

Professor Adrian Streete, Head of
English Literature at the University of
Glasgow, said: “Today the First Folio
is aliterary and cultural monument,
as several of those involved in
collecting and printing Shakespeare’s
plays four hundred years ago

hoped it would be. Yet in 1623, the

The University/ofGlasgow’s
First'Folio: Photo: Martin Shields.

publishing of the First Folio was an
expensive and risky undertaking.
Shakespeare’s popularity was not
then what it would become later.
The story of how Mr. William
Shakespeares Comedies, Histories, &
Tragedies became the First Foliois a
long and complicated one, bound up
with shifting ideas of literary prestige,
the theatre, and national identity.
But the First Folio remains a
monument to the enduring power
of literature to help us make sense of
ourselves and others, and to imagine
new and better worlds.”

The Scottish books are three
different folios, in three very different
collections, with three different

in 1623. I'm sure the people who put
such effort into producing this book
would love to know that 400 years
later, their dedication to preserving
and sharing all of Shakespeare’s plays
continues to have such a profound
impact on culture in all its forms.”

OUR FRIENDL

We’re Scotland’s National
Tourism Organisation.

and promote an array of shows to
celebrate the 400™ birthday of the
First Folio, the first printed edition of
Shakespeare’s collected plays,

in 2023. Folio Day, the 23 April 2023,
Shakespeare’s birthday, will launch

stories to tell. The National Library
of Scotland’s Head of Rare Books,
Maps and Music, Helen Vincent said:
“We've seen everyone from school
children to actors to researchers
fascinated by the First Folio and the
stories it contains, so we're looking
forward to bringing it to a wide
audience in our Treasures exhibition.
It will be on display for the actual
birthday of the book in November —
the month it was first offered for sale

Check out our website
for inspiration, travel
tips, itineraries and much
more to help you plan
your dream vacation!

SCOTLAND
IS CALLING

Folio400 aims to arrange, encourage  the Folio Season. Institutional and

Private First Folio owners will make
their copies available to the public
across the UK and Ireland including
the three Scottish institutions.

For more information on Folio400
see: www.folio400.com

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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“These trees and woodlands have histories
that stretch back hundreds or, in the
case of the Black Woods of Rannoch,
thousands of years. They connect us

with our past and I am delighted to
present the plaques on behalf of our Late
Queen. Historic woodlands and trees
like these, and the new trees planted
across Perth and Kinross as part of

the Queen’s Green Canopy, are a big

part of why Perth and Kinross is such

as beautiful place to live and visit.”

the inflation driven increases in costs,
the Board of Trustees of The Royal
Burgh of Dumfries Tattoo have taken
the hard decision to announce their
intention to wind up the charity.”

The Trustees of Dumfries Tattoo said
that the bi-annual Tattoo will cease.
Founded in 2008, the Royal Burgh of
Dumfries Tattoo had grown from a
small community affair - to one of the
South of Scotland’s ‘Must See’ events.
The last Tattoo took place in 2022.
Deputy Lieutenant of Perth and Kinross
Alex Cairncross said the historic roots of
Perth and Kinross are being celebrated as
part of a network of ancient Woodlands
and Trees created to mark the late Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee. The Ancient Canopy

sees 70 ancient woodlands and 70 ancient
trees dedicated to Her Majesty as part of
the celebrations marking the Queen’s 70
years on the throne. Perth and Kinross,
also known as Big Tree Country, has had
four ancient trees or woodlands recognised
as part of the nationwide programme.

“Remembering those who lost
their lives is an important part of
showing our respect for their lives,
and part of the grieving process
Jor our commupnities. We recognise
especially the missed opportunities
Jor life of the children and young
people. We also remember the
many people who came to the
rescue of the ailing vessel — the RAF
aircraft, Merchant ships, and of
course the local lifeboat crews.”

Councillor Linda Dorward,

Depute Convenor of Dumfries

and Galloway Council said at the
recent commemoration of the 70th
anniversary of the sinking of MV
Princess Victoria. The MV Princess
Victoria was travelling from Stranraer,
Scotland to Northern Ireland on
January 31, 1953. The vessel sank in
the North Channel with 133 people
losing their lives. The loss of the MV
Princess Victoria is considered to be
the worst peacetime maritime disaster
to occur in British coastal waters.

“Following a renewed drive to attract
additional volunteers; trustees and
members proving unsuccessful - and

% THE SCOTTISH BANNER ORDER FORM
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SCOTWORD

CLUES ACROSS:

1 A Scots commotion (8).

4 0Old Pict structure (5).

8 Scofs crab (6).

9 Old lamplighter (6).

11 Narrow parts of Scots rivers (5).
12 0ld Scots weighing machine (4).
13 Drams (4).

15 To a Scof, they're chips! (5).

17 A bairn’s nappy (6).

19 Made a Scot do something (6).
20 Lads form the north-east (5).
22 Over in Scotland (4).

22 Large Scots box (4).

25 North-west sea passage (5).
28 A hearty Scot (6).

29 Forfar delicacy! (6).

30 By oneself in Scofland (5).
31A 2 or 3 storeyed building (8).

CLUES DOWN
A young bullock (5).
Old Scots coins (b).
Mark with a pen (5).
Scots mistl (4).

A Scofs raven (6).

o O W N =

{ SCOTSPEAK

Here is a wee Scottish crossword for you to try!
Ifyou’re stuck, answers can be found on page 22.

7 Scots go them for supplies (8).
8 Preaching place (6).

10 Sprung in Scotland! (6).

14 A Scots raftle! (4).

25 Ultra-chic in Scotland (8).

16 Party of men (4).

17 Hip-bone (6).

18 Describing Scotland (6).

21 Narrow lane between buildings (6).
24 Scofs shield (5).

25 Highland biter! (5).

26 Barren piece of ground (5).

27 Greet in Scotland (4).

= | —
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I
“Having stated in October that the
existing Caledonian Sleeper franchise
would come to an end in June 2023, 1
want to give rail staff and passengers as
much certainty as I can about the future.
With the Sleeper franchise ending on 25
June 2023, we have carefully assessed the
options for successor arrangements in
accordance with the current legislative

Jramework and our Franchising Policy
Statement. This decision has been taken

Jollowing a detailed analysis of the
options available, and in accordance with
the current UK legislative framework and
the Scottish Ministers’ Franchising Policy
Statement. Having regard to continuing
uncertainty regarding market conditions,
travel behaviours and ongoing UK rail
reform, it was decided that a Direct Award
was not viable and that Sleeper services
should instead be provided by the Scottish
Government in line with their Operator
of Last Resort duty. That is why I have
confirmed that, from the expiry of the
current franchise, Caledonian Sleeper
services will be provided through Scottish
Rail Holdings, a company wholly-
owned and controlled by the Scottish
Government. This approach will provide
a stable platform for Sleeper services
and certainty for passengers and staff.”

Scottish Minister for Transport Jenny
Gilruth announced that from 25 June
2023, Caledonian Sleeper services will be
nationalised and provided by an arm’s
length company owned and controlled
by the Scottish Government in line with
the Government’s statutory Operator

of Last Resort duty. The prestigious
Caledonian Sleeper Lowland Route runs
between Glasgow Central or Edinburgh
Waverley and the Highlander Route
departs from Aberdeen, Inverness and
Fort William to London Euston.

“It is vital that we continue to support
displaced people from Ukraine for as long
as they need help. While I hope those of
you who want to return to Ukraine can

do so safely when you can, my message

to those seeking sanctuary remains

clear: Scotland is your home for as long
as you need it to be. Slava Ukraini.”

Scotspeak is a selection of quotes which made headlines in
Scotland last month on a variety of current Scottish affairs.

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon said when
she issued an open letter to Ukrainians
in Scotland and across the world on

the one-year anniversary of Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. Since war broke out
in Ukraine, Scotland has welcomed more
than 21,000 people fleeing the conflict.

“Stobs Camp is an outstanding
monument to Scotland’s role in the

two great conflicts of the 20th century.
It gives us a unique insight into the
experience of those involved in these
conflicts; those that served in the
British military, civilian internees and
prisoners of war. Designating a site as a
scheduled monument is a way through
which we can recognise and celebrate
what makes this heritage special, along
with ensuring it’s protected for future
generations. We're keen that the people
have an opportunity to have their say as
a part of this process and encouraging
anyone with an interest in Stobs Camp
to take part in our consultation.”

Dara Parsons, Head of Designations

at Historic Environment Scotland
(HES), said a historic military training
camp could soon have its key features
recognised as scheduled monuments as
HES announced it is seeking views from
the public on proposals to designate
Stobs Camp in recognition of its
national importance. The Stobs Estate
was originally purchased by the War
Office in 1902, with the aim of having a
permanent training base and barracks
for one of the Army Corps. Within
months of its creation, nearly 20,000
troops had been through the camp and
Stobs was dubbed ‘Scotland’s Aldershot.
The remains of the camp include: First
World War training trenches and firing
ranges, and a Second World War tracked
target range for tanks that is unique to
Scotland. Stobs is also home to the last
surviving example of a First World War
prisoner of war accommodation hut, that
is still in its original location, in the UK.
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Medieval gravestones.

reetings from Scotland where,
despite a wee bit of snow, it
is starting to feel like spring;
climbing plants budding; daffodils
about to burst into colour... Then, weather
wise, we do live in one of the mildest
parts of the country. We are in the
Borderlands. Whereas up there in the
Highlands, it can be a very different picture.

Lady MacGregor's Scotland

Lady MacGregor of MacGregor — otherwise known as British writer and broadcaster Fiona Armstrong - works for ITV news and current affairs.
Fiona’s husband is the Chief of Clan Gregor, Sir Malcolm MacGregor of MacGregor. She is an active member of Clan Armstrong, so their lives are
interwoven with all things tartan. The couple live in the Scottish Borderlands, although filming and writing takes Fiona all over Scotland.

The other night it was minus 15 in
Achnaharra in Sutherland. Mind, that is
not over the top for the Highlands. The clue
is in the name - high lands - and this

tiny village once saw Scotland’s lowest
recorded temperature of minus 27.2. It is
nothing compared to the world’s lowest
temperature of minus 89.22 - recorded

in summer at Vostok, Antarctica - but for
Scotland it is still frost-bitingly cold.

Highland gem
Yet when summer and autumn come,
Altnaharra is a much more welcoming spot.
This small community sits on an old
drovers’ road. One once used by crofters
to take their sheep and cattle to market.
Altnaharra once boasted a drovers’ inn.
Today there is a smart, but traditional hotel.
With trout-filled lochs all around, it
is a mecca for anglers and walkers. It also
has a small, unmanned weather station.
Which is why temperatures are so
carefully recorded. Altnaharra is on
my ‘must see’ list. And this month the
chief and I tick off another Highland gem.
We drive up to the west coast. To Argyll,
where the rain is relentless, and Loch Fyne
is long, dark and full.

Someone once told me that Scotland
is at its best seen in the rain. So, wrapped
in waterproofs we set off to visit nearby
Castle Sween. Built in the late twelfth
century, this ruin on the edge of a sea loch
is said to be Scotland’s oldest standing

Roddy Macl .eod MBE to perform at

(ki B LAl

he Maclean Highland Games have
secured the services of world-renowned

piper, Roddy MacLeod MBE as their
International Guest Piper for the
118t Maclean Highland Gathering on Easter
Weekend Friday 7 and Saturday 8 April 2023.
Chief Peter Smith of the Lower Clarence Scottish
Association said, “We are excited to have a piper
of such high standing join us for our event.
The Lower Clarence Scottish Association is
dedicated to preserving and promoting the
Scottish culture. Roddy MacLeod is considered
one of the most accomplished pipers of his
generation and it’s great that we can give
our local community and the wider piping
community, the opportunity to hear someone
of this calibre play and to also adjudicate at
our solo and pipe band competitions”.

Highly regarded teacher,

recitalist and adjudicator

Roddy MacLeod MBE, Glasgow, Scotland

is a highly regarded teacher, recitalist and
adjudicator. Uniquely, he is a Grade 1
Championship winning Pipe Major and a five-
time Glenfiddich World Solo Piping Champion
and in 2012 he was inducted into the Scottish
Traditional Music Awards Hall of Fame.

the 118™ Maclean Highland Gathering

He has won the Glenfiddich Piping
Championship five times, winning the MSR
three times and the piobaireachd event a
record ten times, the Silver Chanter seven
times, the Northern Meeting Clasp on two
occasions, Bi-centenary medal (1988) and
Former Winners MSR, the Senior Piobaireachd
at the Argyllshire Gathering twice and the
Former Winner MSR twice. At the Scottish
Piping Society of London Championship, he
has won the Bratach Gorm eight times, the
Gillies Cup Open Piobaireachd nine times,
the Former Winners London Medallion MSR
five times and the Overall Championship
eight times. He continues to be a dynamic
and exceptionally successful competitor.

He is internationally esteemed as a teacher,
adjudicator and recitalist and, for more than
20 years, his warm, strong sounding 100 year-
old Lawrie pipes have given immense pleasure
to audiences around the world.

In addition to his solo piping, he developed
his interest in pipe bands from a young age
and played with the Red Hackle and British
Caledonian Airways Pipe Bands, the last of
which became the Scottish Power Pipe Band.
In 1995, Roddy MacLeod became its Pipe
Major and, over the next decade, led it to over
45 Grade 1 Championship prizes including
the Cowal Championships and All Ireland
Championships. Roddy will perform a recital
on Saturday gth April at the Maclean Civic Hall
from 8.00 pm. Entry s free.

For more information on the

Maclean Highland Gathering see:
www.macleanhighlandgathering.com.au

mainland castle. And what a lookout this
menacing ancient pile must have been
when trying to guard against sea invaders.
The stone walls thick and towering.
Water on one side, a hill on the other...
Castle Sween has links to the
MacDonalds, Lords of the Isles. But it
was originally a stronghold of Clan
MacSween, some of whose descendants
would migrate across the sea to Ireland.
‘MacSween'’ is not a very common Scottish
name, but when I hear it, I think of food.
Because MacSweens are a famous
Edinburgh butchers. This is a firm that
started making haggis and black pudding
back in the 1950s and now sell all over
the world. In the past the company
has hit the headlines by producing
the world’s most expensive haggis — a
mix of Scottish wagyu beef and white
French truffles. Today they make more
affordable versions, including vegetarian and
vegan haggis — and even gluten free haggis.
You can check out their website where
there are some terrific recipes.

A treasure trove of antiquity

But I digress. Back to our Argyll trip.

After the castle, it is on to tiny Kllmory
Knap Chapel. An ancient place of
worship that houses a treasure trove

of antiquity. There in the medieval church
are dozens of gravestones, variously
carved with knights in armour, swords,
flowers, and animals. The centrepiece is

By: Lady Fiona
MacGregor

the fantastically preserved
MacMillan’s Cross; some eight
feet high and inlaid with religious and
hunting scenes. It is the work of age-old
master masons. Considering the sort of
tools they must have had in those days the
skill is greatly to be admired. It is a culture
blast from the past. And we are reminded
that Argyll is serious clan territory.

Here were not just the Lords of the
Isles, the mighty MacDonalds: motto
‘By Sea and by Land’. Here were the all-
powerful Campbells: their watchword,
‘Forget Not'... With history all around
we are reminded that this is Big Boy
country - and a MacGregor and an
Armstrong should watch their step.
And we do. These days I am moving
much more cautiously. Because the
last time I was in the Highlands you
may remember I slipped and broke my
elbow. Dusk is falling. It is still raining,
and we can just about look across the
sea to the island of Jura. And there we
are - more water. Then it is Argyll.

At least the food is fabulous.
One night at the hotel, we eat venison
with a blackberry sauce. The next a
bowl of local langoustine come cooked
in garlic and butter. Yes, you can forget
your fancy French food. You can forgo
the delicious Italian pasta and pizza.
Or the moreish Spanish paella. Here in
the Highlands, it may be wet, but it
is Scotland’s Larder at its best.

AUSTRALIAN

GLEN INNES
NSW, Australia

4 May -7 May 2023

100,000 Welcomes Concert

Grey Street Parade
Poets Breakfast
Highland Games
Celtic Music & Dance
Gathering of the Clans
Celtic Cultriral Awards

Pipe & Instrumental Bands

and so much more...

i
if Tickets on sale

Now

CeLTIC
FesTIoaL

Celebrating the year of
SCOTLAND

7

AustralianCelticFestival.com

Proudly brought to you by Glen Innes Severn Council
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Waypoints: My Scottish Journey

In his first full autobiography the award-winning actor
and bestselling author of Clanlands, Sam Heughan, sets
out along the West Highland Way to explore his life
and reflect on the personal waypoints that define him,
In this journey of self=discovery, Sam Heughan sets
out along the West Highland Way to explore his heritage
and reflect on the personal waypoints that define him.
T'he result is a love letter to the wild Scottish landscape
that means so much 1o Sam, and a charming, funny,
wise and searching insight to the world through his
eves, Price: $32.95 Plus postage

Bake with Maw Broon

Always up to her elbows in Mlour or stirring bubbling
pots of homemade jam, Maw Broon has been baking
cracking cakes, braw biscuits and perfect pastry for
her hungl} family for vears.Maw will show yvou how
1o bake a mouth watering collection of sweet favourites,
from shortbread to sugar craft, from Dundee cake 10
Edinburgh tart, and from black bun to clootie dumpling.
Beautifully designed and easy to follow, Bake with
Maw Broon is the definitive guide to traditional baking
for all the Gamily, Price: $29.95 Plus postage

Scottish Miscellany: Everything You
Always Wanted to Know About Scotland
the Brave

Why is the tartan so important? What is worn under a
kilt? How much of the story in Braveheart is real? Revel
in the fun and fascinating explanations behind Scottish
traditions and folklore-from William Wallace, Rob Roy,
and MacBeth to golf. kilts, and haggis.

Price: $24.95 Plus postage

The Borders: A History Of The Borders

From The Earliest Times

This is the story of an ancient place; where hunter-
gatherers penetrated into the virgin interior, where Celtic
wirlords ruled, the Romans came but could not conguer,
where the glittering Kingdom of Northumbria thrived,
the place where David MacMalcolm raised great abbeys,
where the Border Reivers rode into history, and where
Walter Scott sat at Abbotsford and brooded on the arca?s
rich and historic legacy.

Price: 834.95 Plus postage

The Reivers: The Story of the Border
Reivers

Only one period in history 1s immediately, indelibly and
uniquely linked to the whole area of the Scottish and
English Border country, and that is the time of the
Reivers. Whenever anyone mentions TReiver!, no-onc
hesitates to add ?Border?. It is an inextricable association,
and rightly so. Nowhere else in Britain in the modern
era, or indeed in Europe, did civil order break down
over such a wide area, or for such a long time. This
hook 1ells the remarkable story of the Reivers and how
they made the Borders. Price: $29.95 Plus postage

When the Clyde Ran Red: A Social History
of Red Clyvdeside This book paints a vivid picture
of the heady days when revolution was in the air on
Clydeside. Through the bitter strike at the huge Singer
Sewing machine plant in Clydebank in 1911, Bloody
Friday in Glasgow's George Square in 1919, the General
Strike of 1926 and on through the Spanish Civil War to
the Clydebank Blitz of 1941, the people fought for the
right to work, the dignity of labour and a fairer society
for everyone. This book puts the politics into the social
coniext of the times and tells the story with verve, warmith F
and humour. Price: 324.95 Plus postage

Scottish Customs

This hook introduces hundreds of Scottish customs

s |

Gaels and Vikings During the 1st millennium AD [

The Placenames of Scotland

Seotland is a land of many languages, the result is an
often bewildering series of overlapping lavers of place-
names, difficult at times 1o understand and even
pronounce. This book, featuring §,000 names ranging
from distriets, owns and villages to rivers. lochs and
mountains. is the essential puide to Scottish placenames,
illustrating the extent to which Scotland’s languages
were spoken over its territory. It offers geography of the
country and history, providing ¢videnee not found n
documented sources. Price: $34.95 Plus postage

1 The King Over the Water: A Complete

History of the Jacobites Spanning more than a
century, the Jacobite causc is one of the epic storics of
history. They may have failed in their aim to restore
the house of Stuart to the British throne, but in that

* failure the Jacobites changed the course of history,

- Intrigue, espionage, corruption and betrayal, as well as
constancy to the cause in the face of terrible risks are
8 all ingredients of this extraordinary tale. Few novels
can boast such a colourful cast of characters. not to
mention one of the most well-known historical figures
of all ime and brings them to life in this vivid, sweeping

m/shop
ge 6.

The Well of the Heads: Historical Tales of the
Scottish Clans  Scouish clans go back over a 1000
yeurs, and for centuries these extended networks of
families dominated life in the Scottish Highlands and
Islands. The warriors of the clan, fiercely loyal to each
other and to their chicl, were well known for their
extraordinary courage and military skills. These stories
show a society which lived close to nature, had lintle
in the way of material wealth but which hoasted a
remarkable treasure house of stories that were pas
down over generations. Price:$24.95 Plus postage

sed

of the Highland Bagpipe

Pipers takes the reader inside the world of the performer
community of Scottish piping, introducing the instrument
iself and the vanous different repertorics, I also
discusses piping techniques as well as information on
some of the great piping dynasties and individual pipers.
Dr Willie Donaldson shows how “traditional music” is
the creation of gifted individuals operating in a
sophisticated and vigorously ongoing enterprise, their
story ofters fascinating insights into the whole traditional
music and song repertoire of Scotland.

Price: $29.95 Plus postage

I'he Makers of Scotland: Picts, Romans,

the most nartherly part m Britain evolved into the country
Icnc“n. as ‘Swll‘md Thr lrmnilion was a lone, process

w.:rlurd« Al first IthL men were tribal chiefs, Roman
generals or rulers of small kingdoms. Later the initiati
was seized by dynamic warrior-Kings who campa
far beyvond their own borders, Armies of Picts, Scots,
Vikings, Britons and Anglo-Saxons fought cach other
for supremacy. In this book the remarkable story of how
ancient North Britain became the medieval kingdom of

Scotland is told.

Culloden
history as the last major battle fought on British soil: a
vicious confrontation between Scottish forces supporting
the Stuart claim to the throne and the English Royal
Army. But this wasn't just a conflict between the Scots
and the F.ngli.f.h. the battle was also part of a
campaign to protect the Britain from a French invasion.

significance.
Tracing Your Scottish Ancestors

any country in the world for undertaking family research,
| and now that the National Archives of Scotland are
available online they can be consulted by anyone from
whatever country, This is the National Archives® official
@ cuide and is written in an accessible style from the unique
perspective of a custodian of the records. It details all the
latest internet developments, including a chapter en family
history on the web, It also points to more traditional
resources, explaming step by step how to research records
o Of births, marriages and wills. Price: $29.95 Plus Postage

associated with a huge range of topics. As well as
customs associated with key events of our lives, from
birth to death, it also includes customs associated with
the world of work, food and drink, health, animals and
nature. Extracts from written works through the ages
bring these customs to life and show how important
they have been in the story of Scotland for thousands
of years, Price: 51995 Plus postage
Scottish Proverbs

Proverbs, once described as ‘the wisdom of many and §/
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The Lowland Clearances: Scotland’s Silent
Revolution 1760 — 1830

The Highland Clearances are a well-documented episode
in Scotland's past but they were not unigue. The process
began in the Scottish Lowlands nearlv a century before,
when tens of thousands of people significantly more than
were later exiled form the Highlands. These Clearances
shaped the appearance of the Scoutish landscape as it is
today as they swept aside a traditional way of life. Based
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the wit of one’, offer unique insights the way of life and
the social mores of past generations. This book features
an introduction which explores the role of proverbs in

i B &

on pioneering historical research, this book tells the story
ufllu‘ Lowland Clearances, establishing them as a wider
part of the process of Clearance which affected the whole

Seottish eulture and over 1,000 proverbs arranged in country and changed the face of Scotland forever.
casily accessible A-Z format. Many have been %%%PEE&%I; Price: $24.95 Plus postage
commonly used Tor hundreds of years, but modern it L The White Cockade: Historical Tales of

sayings are also included. The addition of a
comprehensive glossary will help yvou tully appreciate
these colourful and often humorous nuggets of wisdom
and advice, Price: $19.95 plus postage
A History of Scotland

Historian Neil Oliver presents a compelling new portrait
of Scottish history, peppered with action, high drama
and centuries of trbulence that have helped to shape
modern Scotland. Along the way, he takes in iconic
landmarks and historic architecture; debunks myths
surrounding Scotland’s famous sons; recalls forgotten
battles; charts the growth of patriotism; and explores
recent political developments, capturing Scotland’s
sense of identity and celebrating her place in the wider
world. Price: $29.95 Plus postage
Homecoming: The Scottish Years of Mary,
Queen of Scots (Hardback) One of the most
famous queens in history, Mary Stuart lived in her
homeland for 12 years. This book tells the story of
Mary’s Scottish years through the often dramatic and
atmospheric locations and settings where the events
that shaped her life ook place and also examines the
part Scotland, and its tumultuous court and culture,
played in her downfall, Whether or not Mary Stuart
emerges blameless or guihy, this evocative retelling
she can be seen for who she really was.

Price: $ 44.95 Plus postage
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the Jacobites During the first half of the 18th
century, Bonnie Prince Charlie and his dichard supporters,
the Jacobites, almost changed the course of British

history. Their attempis to drive out the house of Hanover
and restore the Stuarts 1o the British throne is one of the
great epics of history. This book retells over 4 Jacobite

and his bitter defeat at the Battle of Culloden-featuring
the exploits of real people and actual events.
Price:524.95 Plus postage

River of Fire: The Clydebank Blitz
Clydebank was an obvious target tor the attentions of
the Luftwaffe. When, on the evening of 13 March 1941,
he authorities first detected that Clydebank was *on
beam” — targeted by the primitive radio-guidance svstem
of the German bombers — no effort was made to raise
the alarm or to direct the residents to shelter. This is
the story of the Clydebank Blitz and the terrible scale
of death and devastation. With reference to written
sources and the memories of those who survived the
experience, speculating on why its incineration has
been so widely forgotten and its ordeal denied any
place in national honour,  Price: $29.95 Plus postage

To order: www.scottishbanner.com/shop
Call us or use the order form found on pg 6.
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narrative, with insight & analysis. Price: 83495 + post  ©

e it of "”\j‘"ﬂ"ﬁ Price: $29.95 Plus postage
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Pipers: A Guide to the Players and Music

Price: $24.95 Plus postage ll.ll‘?ﬁ‘:{’on &O?I:

The Battle of Culloden has gone down in |

muich larger e

Scotland has the best-maintained records and facilitics of
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stories which date back to the time of the prince himself §

Under the Hammer: Edward I and Scotland
Few aspects of Scottish history inspire interest as the
wars with England Explore how Edward 1 attempted
to bring the Scottish kingdom under his control during
the late [ 3th and carly 14th centuries, Despite England’s
overwhelming military might. victory was by no means
inevitable, and Scotland’s leaders proved able to create
a suceessful front to repel a far more powerful enemy.
Packed with detail, deseription and analysis, it paints
a vivid picture of a key period in the history of both

nations. Price: $34.95 Plus postage

Clans and Tartans of Scotland
The Scots are a remarkable race with a justifiably proud
history and culture which they have successfully passed
on through generations. This compact book scts out Lo
identify the larger Scottish clan and family names, their
tartans, septs (dependent family names), heraldic crests,
mottos, ancestral lands and allegiances. This book
features full colour photographs of each tartan as
opposed 1o digital reproductions, allowing readers to
see hoth the textures and patterns,

Price: 519.95 Plus postage

Scottish Battles

e S Scottish history has been shaped and defined by a series
= of preat battles. John Sadler gives the first full military
| history of Scotland for many years. From Mens Graupius
to Culloden, he shows how terrain and politics shaped
the campaigns and decisive engagements we still
remember today. This new paperback edition includes
detailed bartle plans and eyewitness accounts where
possible, and sections on the development of warfare
tactics, equipment and styles of fighting.

The
Placenames
of Scotland

FHE
HAMMER

CLANS AND TARTANS
OF SCOTLAND

HISTORICAL TALES of the

B The Picis: A History
SCOLL tsg New edition of this popular hr.tory of the Picts, an

ancient nation who ruled most of northern and eastern
— Scotland during the Dark Ages. Despite their historical
importance, they remain shrouded in myth, Absorbed
by the kingdom of the Scots in the 9th century, they
lost their unique identity, their language and their vibrant
artistic culture, It pieces together the evidence to tell
the story of this mysterious people from their emergence
in Roman times to their eventual disappearance.
PPrice:$24.95 Plus postage

Para Handy Para Handy has been sailing his wa
into the affections of generations of Scots since he first g
weighed anchor in the pages of the Glasgow Evening  §
Mews in 1905, Eevoking the irresistible atmosphere of
a bypone age when puffers sailed between West Highland
W ports and the city of Glasgow. This definitive edition

iy contains all three collections published in the author’s
lifetime, as well as those that were unpublished and a

new story which was discovered in 2001, This volume

AT

also includes a wealth of contemporary photographs,
depicting the harbours, steamers and putfers from the
age of the Vital Spark. Price:S$29.95 Plus postage

The Highland Clearances
The Highland Clearances stands out as one of the most
emotive chapters in the history of Scotland. This book
traces the origins of the Clearances from the eighteenth |
century to their culmination in the crofting legislation
ol the 18805, In considering both the terrible suffering
of the Highland people as well as the stark choices that
faced landowners during a period of rapid economic
change, it shows how lllu. Clearances were one of many
.ill«,mph.d‘ solutions to the problem of how o maintain
a population on marginal and infertile land. This book
nf'fcrs a balanced analysis of events which created a
terrible scar on the Highland and Gaelic imagination.
Price: §29.95 plus postage
Everyday Gaelic with CD
Everyday Gaelic has been compiled by an author with
many years experience in teaching the language to adults 3 Ev’(_\r} d_a}r
and children. In addition 1o basic words and phra
also includes more complex and idiomatic material, all (].—l E]_]_C
arranged thematically and covering topics such as
meeting and greeting, travelling, the weather and ea
and drinking. There are also clearly explained s
on grammar and imitated pronunciation for all Gaelic §
words and phrases. The result is an accessible and useful
baok which will be of benefit to all levels and ages of
Gaelic learners. CD improves pronunciation and
comprehension. Also available as stand alone book
(without CD) for $24.95. Price: $39.95 Plus postage

Gaclic-English/English-Gaelic Dictionary
Latest soft cover dictionary is ideal for learners of
Guaelic at all levels, and its generous coverage of
vocabulary from fields such as business and 1T makes
it a valuable tool for all those who require an up-to-
date reference work. It contains a large amount of
explanatory material, numerous examples of usage
and idiomatic phrases and expressions, Many registers
and siyles are sampled, from the familiar (and
occasionally the vulgar) to the formal and the literary.
o Price: $24.95 Plus postage

The Silver Chanter: Historical Tales of
Scottish Pipers

S8 All over the world people associate the bagpipes with
Scotland. In this informative and entertaining book
Stuart McHardy introduces Scotland’s national
instrument — its history, development and repertoire
and examines the part that the piper himself has played
in Highland and Lowland society over the centuries.
Whether dealing with great bravery or contemptible
jealousy. the supernatural or the mundane, these stories [SCOT )
reflect the central role that the bagpipes have played, “PTPE RS
and continue te play, in Scottish traditional culture.
2 ¥ Price: $24.95 Plus postage

| The Perfect Sword:Forging the Dark Ages

A In 2000, archacologist Paul Gething rediscovered a
sword This is the story of that sword: how and why it
was made, who made it and what it meant to the warriors
and kings who wielded it for three centuries, It is also
the story of the archacologists and swordsmiths who
found, studied and attempted to recreate the sword using
only the materials and technologies available to the
smith who [irst made it. The resull is a remarkable
Jjourney into the life and items of a seminal but little
documented period of history when the foundations for
what would become England, Wales and Scotland were
laid. Price: $44.95 Plus postage
Please note: All titles in stock at time of press. Books
are imported from Scotland and delivery comes via
sea freight, we appreciate your understanding during
backarder. Many more hook titles are avaliable at:
wiww.scottishbanner.com/shop.
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Nation celebrates 100 years of Flying Scotsman,
world’s most famous steam locomotive
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Flying Scotsman at Kings Cross Station, London.
Photo: Olgun Kordal/Science Museum Group.

riday 24 February 2023, marked

100 years since Flying Scotsman,

the world’s most famous steam

locomotive, set off on its first
journey from the sheds at Doncaster
Works. Now a national treasure, Flying
Scotsman is a star attraction in the
collection of the National Railway Museum
(part of the Science Museum Group)
in York, where it is a working museum
exhibit. In a new poem released, The
Making of Flying Scotsman, UK Poet
Laureate Simon Armitage has paid homage
to the celebrity engine, a feat of British
design and engineering which has inspired
alove of rail in generations of families
and become synonymous with the golden
age of rail travel. Commenting on the
inspiration behind his new work, Simon
Armitage said: “Flying Scotsman is a poem.
I just had to write it down.” The Making of
Flying Scotsman is now on display as part
of Flying Scotsman: 100 Years, 100 Voices,
a new exhibition at the National Railway
Museum, which launched in February and
showcases the legacy of the locomotive
through the lives it has touched.

In its latest excursion, following a new
lick of paint, Flying Scotsman to surprised
travellers at Edinburgh Waverley station
where it made a fleeting appearance.

To mark the occasion, Simon Armitage
read The Making of Flying Scotsman whilst
dancers from the Royal Scottish Country
Dance Society performed The Flying
Scotsman, devised by Hugh Thurston in
1966. The event was rounded off with a
performance from Celtic rock band, the
Red Hot Chilli Pipers. Also announced are
a series of new Scottish events, including
two main line excursions and a heritage
railway visit.

Designed by Sir Nigel Gresley, Flying
Scotsman was the first locomotive of the newly
formed LNER (London and North Eastern
Railway) and originally numbered 1472.

It was given its name in 1924 after the daily
10.00 London King's Cross to Edinburgh
Waverley rail service. The locomotive

went on to operate in service until 1963
and later in preservation, which included
tours of the USA, Canada and Australia,

where it captured the hearts of millions.
In 2004, a campaign spearheaded by the
National Railway Museum to save the
locomotive for the nation amassed the
support of thousands, confirming its
status as a national treasure. The appeal
to keep the steam icon in Britain was
supported by a £1.8 million grant from the
National Heritage Memorial Fund and the
generosity of the public. Its restoration was
also completed with the help of a Heritage
Lottery Fund grant of £275,000.

The most famous steam
locomotive in the world

Those unable to see the locomotive on
its centenary tour have the opportunity
to experience Flying Scotsman through
exhibitions including Flying Scotsman:
100 Years, 100 Voices, Flying Scotsman VR

Engineers from Riléy & Soniprepare Flying S'clc-)fsman.
Photo: Steve Morgan/Science Museum Group.

and with collectible memorabilia
available from the Science Museum shop.
Highlights include a Flying Scotsman
centenary train set, a £2 coin from The
Royal Mint, featuring Flying Scotsman in
vivid colour—a rarity on £2 coins, with
the last coloured £2 coin released over
20 years ago and a new children’s book
by bestselling author Michael Morpurgo:
Flying Scotsman and the Best Birthday
Ever, which tells the story of a little girl
called Iris who dreams of being a train
driver when she grows up.

Judith McNicol, Director of the National
Railway Museum, said: “Edinburgh
Waverley is a fitting location to mark the
centenary of the world’s most famous
express passenger locomotive. It was
here that Flying Scotsman completed
its record-breaking, non-stop journey
between London and Edinburgh in 1928
and Edinburgh is also the birthplace of Sir
Nigel Gresley, Flying Scotsman’s designer.
Today, Flying Scotsman is an undoubted
star of the National Railway Museum’s
collection and is recognised around the
world as a triumph of British ingenuity
and engineering. Flying Scotsman will
now spend the rest of the year travelling
across the country to give people the
chance to see the engine for themselves
and to take part in this special anniversary,
from free static displays to rail tours to the
Centenary Festival at Locomotion.”

Alex Hynes, Managing Director of
Scotland’s Railway, continued: “Edinburgh
Waverley was honoured to host a visit from
Flying Scotsman on such a special occasion
and our team has pulled out all the stops
for this special occasion. The most
famous steam locomotive in the world
always draws a crowd. Visitors to Princes
Street Gardens, just across the road
from Waverley, will see a familiar Flying
Scotsman theme when the world’s oldest

Floral Clock blooms later this year too.
Make sure to pop in to see it while on your
way to the station.”

Flying Scotsman was built in
Doncaster in February 1923, as an Al class
locomotive for the newly formed LNER
and converted to an A3 class in 1947.

It was the first locomotive of the newly
formed LNER (London and North Eastern
Railway). Designed by Sir Nigel Gresley
and numbered 1472, the locomotive

was not named Flying Scotsman until
the following year when it was picked to
attend the British Empire Exhibition in
London and renumbered 4472. Today the
locomotive is owned by the National
Railway Museum in York and is operated
and maintained by Riley & Son (E) Ltd,
based in Heywood, Greater Manchester.

To find out more about Flying Scotsman
and to hear more about centenary

plans as they are announced, visit
www.railwaymuseum.org.uk/flying-scotsman.

Flying Scotsmanioverhaul!
Photo: Steve Morgan/Science
Museum Group.
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The Berry
Pharmacy(>

Festival
Sat 27 May

from 9.30am

Feel the mystical spirits of the past
when the pipes of the mass bands
send their cries across the arena ...
and stand back when the jousting
knights on horseback go charging at
one another. Experience medieval
camp life, and watch out j
for Scottish soldiers

reliving glory battles.
Or just enjoy the Celtic
fiddlers and the
enchanted singing
and dancing.
ENTRY: $15 PER PERSON
under 15 years free

BERRY SHOWGROUND

b Another community fundraising project of the

Rotary Club of Berry

with thanks to Shoalhaven City Council and Sponsors.
w.berryrotary.org.au
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Islands Growth Déal o

£335 million signed

An agreement to invest £100 million in
the future economic prosperity of Orkney,
Shetland and the Outer Hebrides has
been signed in Orkney by UK and Scottish
Government Ministers and the Council
Leaders of the three island groups. Up to
1,300 jobs and £393 million of investment
is anticipated to result from the signing
of the transformative Islands Growth
Deal between UK Government, Scottish
Government, Comhairle nan Eilean Siar,
Shetland Islands Council, and Orkney
Islands Council. Over a ten-year period,
the Islands Growth Deal will invest

in 16 projects and programmes that
capitalise on the Islands’ unique assets.
These are built around three strategic
themes of low carbon, supporting growth
and future industries, and thriving
sustainable communities, subject to
approval of Full Business Cases.

Jointly funded by up to £100 million - £50
million from each of the Scottish and UK
Governments - the Islands Growth Deal
will attract further investment of up to
£293 million in match funding. The Deal
has been developed by the three island
Councils, together with public, academic,
business, community and third sector
partners. The first year of the ten-year
programme is anticipated to see investment
across the islands, including in University
of the Highlands and Islands campuses
in Shetland and the Outer Hebrides, and
the pan-island Islands Centre for Net Zero,
which will be based at the Orkney Research
and Innovation Campus in Stromness.

Following the signing within Orkney
Islands Council’s chamber, UK Government
Minister for Scotland Malcolm Offord said:
“This will not just boost local economies
and create jobs, but also empower
communities to get the most out of the
many assets and attributes that make the
islands such unique and special places
to live. This deal is packed with a broad
range of high-impact projects, whether
it’s leading the transition to net zero or
developing ‘must-visit’ destinations such
as the St Kilda trail. The UK Government’s
£50m support for the Islands deal, in
addition to other levelling up investments,
shows our continued commitment to the
Scottish Islands.”

Scottish Government Business Minister
Ivan McKee said: “This Growth Deal will be
a game-changing initiative for our islands
- enabling sustainable economic growth
and delivering new and internationally
significant port infrastructure that will
play an important role in achieving net

zero targets. This £50 million Scottish
Government investment will support the
transition to renewable energy sources —
including equipping the workforce with
new skills — and trial emissions reduction
initiatives on islands. It will drive innovation
in key space, food and drink and creative
industries sectors; help develop significant
tourism and cultural attractions and expand
education provision. We are determined
that our islands should be attractive

places to live and work and are able to
maximise their contribution to Scotland’s
sustainable economic transformation.”

National treasure HMS
Unicorn reopens

National treasure HMS Unicorn has
reopened to the public following an
extensive period of closure, which has
enabled the popular Dundee docked
museum and visitor attraction to undergo
urgent roof repairs, costing in excess of
£100,000. The urgent repair work, which
required a temporary steel roof to be
installed on Scotland’s oldest ship to
ensure it is kept wind and watertight for
five years until it can be treated properly.
The Unicorn Preservation Society, the
charitable trust behind Scotland’s oldest
ship, is marking the re-opening by offering
free self-guided visits for school groups over
the next six months. HMS Unicorn offers an
engaging experience for pupils, and with a
school’s programme designed to support
Curriculum for Excellence the ship provides
the opportunity for pupils to explore their
heritage by immersing themselves in 200
years of history and discovering what
life was like on board. The ship recently
received a generous donation of £100,000
to help fund the much-needed restoration
of the ship. The donation amounts to 10%
of the total £1 million financial investment
needed for immediate conservation repairs
to HMS Unicorn and will go specifically
towards the replacement of missing or
rotten timbers and engineering works
to strengthen the ship’s weakest points.
The work will be completed in advance
of the ship being moved to dry dock,

East Graving Dock in Dundee, for major
conservation works, as part of Project Safe
Haven. Project Safe Haven will see HMS
Unicorn forming the centre piece of the
new Dundee Maritime Heritage Centre.
Museum Director, Matthew Bellhouse
Moran, said: “We're looking forward to
welcoming visitors back to the ship once
more, and we thank our many supporters
for their patience. It's been a long period
of closure - but one that was necessary for
the urgent roof repairs to be completed.
We are extremely grateful to Scott Steel
for donating so much of their time and
expertise in-kind for this crucial work to
be completed. Given the current cost of
living crisis, and to mark our re-opening we
wanted to offer discount tickets so that as
many people as possible are able to enjoy
this historic ship, and also hear about our
exciting plans for the future!” First launched
in 1824, HMS Unicorn is the third oldest
ship in the world and has been under the
care of the Unicorn Preservation Society
since 1968. Scotland’s only preserved
warship, the Unicorn Preservation Society
is working to protect and preserve HMS
Unicorn for future generations to enjoy.
To support the preservation of HMS
Unicorn please visit: www.hmsunicorn.
org.uk/hms-unicorn/supporting-us

SNP to elect new Scottish
First Minister

As we go to press with this issue a
leadership election is being held

following First Minister Nicola Sturgeon’s
announcement that she is standing down.
The Scottish Nationalist Party (SNP) will
have a new Party Leader on 27 March 2023.
The following candidates are nominated
and will appear on the ballot paper:
Finance Secretary Kate Forbes, Health
Secretary Humza Yousaf and former
Community Safety Minister Ash Regan who
are all in the running to become Scotland’s
sixth First Minister. The ballot is not open to
the public but rather SNP members who are
eligible to vote.

The Scottish bookies are favouring
Humza Yousaf to win, who is also rumoured
to be Nicola Sturgeon’s preference, with
Kate Forbes seen as the closest rival.

All three candidates have stated Scotland
can be independent by 2028. The Supreme
Court ruled in November 2022 that the
Scottish Parliament does not have the
power to hold a referendum without the
agreement of the UK Government, which is
unlikely to be granted. In February Nicola
Sturgeon announced she would leave office,
being Scotland’s first woman and longest
serving First Minister. In March, the Deputy
First Minister John Swinney MSP also
announced when a new First Minister was
appointed, he too would leave Government.

World’s oldest Post Office For Sale

The world’s oldest operating post office
has gone on the market again in Sanquhar,

IN SCOTLAND TODAY

Dumfries and Galloway, in Southwest
Scotland. The unique postal heritage site
is on the market for £245,000 and attracts
many visitors. The origins of Sanquhar
Post Office date back to 1712. It is Grade II
Listed and is recognised by the Universal
Postal Union (the governing body for
Postal Administrations around the globe)
and the Guinness Book of Records, as the
Oldest Post Office in the World. Today it
offers many more services than just post
and mail and is operated by the current
owners who are only the 16th postmasters
in over 300 years. A spokesperson from
the Royal Mail was quoted: “Sanquhar
Post Office is the world’s oldest working
post office and we are very proud of its
long heritage. There have been 16 owners
since it opened in 1712. The Alam family
has operated Sanquhar branch since 2015.
Sanquhar Post Office is up for sale and
interest has been expressed by retailers
who want to run this historic branch.”

The Storr launches new
visitor information website

The Storr visitor attraction has launched its
dedicated and branded website, providing
information that aims to enhance the
visitor experience. The Old Man of Storr
project is “for the community, in the
community, by the community” working
closely with communities and with
continual local Member involvement,

to celebrate Gaelic and to demonstrate
engagement and partnership working.

The Old Man of Storr is an iconic and
internationally acclaimed visitor attraction,
with annual visitors reaching approx.
200,000 per year. On a clear day, the
landmark can be seen from miles around
and is a renowned symbol of Scotland.
Created by an ancient landslip, the rock
face and pinnacles were formed millions
of years ago. Legend varies around the
‘Old Man, with some locals believing that
the pinnacle is the thumb of a giant who
is now buried underground, whilst others
declare that the face of an old man can
be seen in the rock face. Isle of Skye and
Raasay Area Committee Chair, Cllr John
Finlayson said: “The launch of The Storr
visitor information website is another
progressive step, to ensure the Storr is
further recognised alongside other
world-renowned tourist attractions.
Offering a digital and social media
platform, dedicated to The Storr will
enable us to showcase our unique heritage,
whilst offering opportunity for local
businesses, that could support economic
growth in the area.” The Old Man of Storr
translates to ‘Bodach an Stoir’ in Gaelic.
Gaelic language is a rich part of the local
culture, and the website, which will be fully
translated to Gaelic in time, has included
Gaelic headings to allow visitors to take
away key Gaelic words and the meaning
behind them. The new Storr website can be
accessed at thestorr.com.
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